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The Life & Library of
Robert Morris, America's
Second Black Lawyer




OUR VALUE PROPOSITION

AALL is dedicated to supporting the career development needs of law librarians through quality
educational programming and events designed specifically for legal information professionals.

AALL embraces law librarians in all stages of their careers to provide exceptional experiences, tools
for success and premier services to support professional growth.
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Our Team

WITH THANKS TO

Mary Sarah Bilder

Nick Szydlowski
Stephanie Farne

Laurel Davis (she/her) Avi Bauer (he/him)
Teaching & Research Librarian Digital Initiatives & Scholarly
and Curator of Rare Books, Communication Librarian,
Boston College Law School Boston College Law School
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Introduction

e Basic plan for the session

Intro to Robert Morris

The Morris Library

Why & How of a Digital Exhibit
Web tools

Impact

O O O O O
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Contextualization

e Jesuit Catholic school

e Founded in 1863

e Student body: children of Irish
Immigrants

e Mission

e Broadening the narrative
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Robert Morris
June 8, 1824/5-December 12, 1882

Born in Salem, MA

Apprenticed with Ellis Gray Loring
Admitted to Mass Bar on Feb. 2, 1847
Early antislavery & civil rights activism
Married wife Catharine in 1846

Robert Jr. (1848-1882) became a lawyer

Social Law Library, Boston
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A Community of Activists: Abolition & Beyond

Morris's Circle

Ellis Gray Loring

William Cooper Nell Lydia Maria Child Edwin G. Walker Patrick A. Collins Emery T. Morris
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Equal School Rights:
Roberts v. City of Boston

I : : .t(.f:;i),,,/ (i':r&:’éc 247 PIff,
» Filed one year after admission to bar

. Oz/e/ 9/".‘3&" eres DAdt.
« Hired to represent 5-year-old Sarah Roberts

. . Entry, < 5/7/,».-'4‘ ¢ Term, 1844
» Worked on school desegregation in Salem
 Hires Charles Sumner to help on appeal ¥tom'the offce of
. P 4
» Loss at MA Supreme Judicial Court ?}/ Horred /o
e Connections to Plessy & Brown v. Board Lo ok
. . 7
« Eventual success with legislature // //// |
From the Roberts Writ,
SJC Archives
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The Rescue of Shadrach Mmkms

» Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 BDLBREDPIIBELI:
o ngn . . . . ig.Yei m %ﬂ%ﬁg#ﬁ 1
Fugitive from slavery in Virginia -v;ﬁwmm |
* Arrested by Feb. 15, 1851 ‘*mmws«,.::n:’z':.?pmm.nf
_  KIDNAPPERS
* Morris & others go to courthouse Slave, ¢
_ o fSSiE O i Y T
 Escape followed by multiple indictments E“*szg‘f‘% :
Look' fo
& trials SN
Boston Public Library
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To the book

John J. Burns Library's Blog

Woston Coffege RiBrary.

liot's Ariel Poe

Search the Burns Blog!

o Search

n of “Energy and Iron Will” Email Subscription

Enter your emai

.

EX DONO

Robert Morris: A Mal

The John J. Burns Library holds books from the
personal library of the eminent nineteenth century .
Boston lawyer, Robert Morris (1823-1882). The

T majority of the Morris Library has been housed in Enter your email address
the Bostonia Collection, a group of materials aimed
was recently charged with isolating the Morris
L books from the larger collection in order to survey Read Our Past Posts!
May 2015

their physical condition.
M T WT F s s

Admittedly, before I started pulling the books I did
not know who Robert Morris was. I gradually began

to piece together an idea of the man based on the
T books I pulled from the shelves. He was a man

obviously interested in justice, social and legal. This
was made evident by the anti-slavery works that

R R v S A T S A R Rrawea e Inctanram!
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https://johnjburnslibrary.wordpress.com/2015/05/11/robert-morris/

Morris’s Library

Al s

Ll j; Lo oo 2L

mat )
* One of the only extant, Al
antebellum African 2%
American-owned libraries o 5
%5 & Sssuire L Qupotate
* Most law books not found (yet) J i ol
. . Y el Y
» Giving & receiving books A e e

« Wide variety of topics i W e
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https://cdm.bostonathenaeum.org/digital/collection/p16057coll52/id/236/
https://cdm.bostonathenaeum.org/digital/collection/p16057coll52/id/236/
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LOWER LIBRARY
BIOGRAPHY,

NARRATIVE D

LIFE

FREDERICK DOUGLASS,

AMERICAN SLAVE.

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.

;TON ¢
BOSTON: &s ; ?l{o

PUBLISHED AT THE ANTI-SLAVERY:

No. 25 Conmuir.

1845.

ATSANDER POFE, D02

LOWER LIBRARY:

FICTION,
DRED;

TALE OF THE GREAT DISMAL SWAMP.

»y

HARRIET BEECHER STOWE,

IN TWO VOLUMES.
von. I.

BOSTON:
PHILLIPS, SAMPSON AND COMPANY.
1856

(ruv
(¢ Poctical @ik YN
e Vi, o
m.m“mt.n POPE, un*

Hhtiding 40 eandlli

MEMOIR AND POEMS

PHILLIS WHEATLEY,

POEMS BY A SLAVE.

SON Cp,
SR R4
.Y e

(o)
DDMESTJC ™
ox LIBRARY

P
i g scao™

¢ N
( <‘@"J' theTte # \\V\W’
L 0
9"

BT D2 JOHNB QM.

S ) i
TV CONSTITUTIONAL HI8)

H)DERALIST
THE NEW CONSTITUTION.
WEST COAST OF AFRICA: M S g

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, JAMES MADISON, AND JOHN JAY,

JOURNAL

VOYAGE FROM BOSTON

WITH AN APPENDIX,

MANNER OF TRADING WITH THE NATIVES
ON THE COAST:

| By J. A. CARNES.

A COPIOUS ALPHABETICAL INDEX.

BOST
PUBLISHED BY JOll\' ». JE\\'ETT@?& “itg
2
CLEVELAND, OHIO :
JEWETT, PROCTOR & WORTHINGT .
1852.
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This ticket is NOT TRANSFERABLE, and
must be produced when required.

Robert Morris Papers, Boston Athenaeum
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The Irish Lawyer s

PATRICK DONAHOE, Proprietor.

Lrton, / b= P
//éz/o B v ]

* Morris eulogy: about 75% of

Morris’s clients were Irish / o . ﬂ(//u
» Joining the Catholic Church %;;iz/j/ %
% ol
: ///Z/Zﬂwﬂ%/%
cuce 7
G aT
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Ao oo s AR AR o-r&zw 3’ w - Purses of gold were awarded as follows : —
e cg % ’ﬁ Twenty-five dollars for Decl
J%WLMW%WMM&W Wen.)' ve dollars for Decla-

mationto . . . . . . Michael Glennon.

MJ&L-MWMM oL s Tad o IFwenty-five dollars, for Read-
s Somad MMW MM NSO T Stephen J. Hart.

\ 4 B to 2t ) e J m For the best Centennial Ode,
L 3 px"e (the glft of Rob-
‘ s, J ., Esq.) was
" awalded Tofts - & . - Patuick H.Callanan:

we remember, is as follows: A couple of assassins had pene-
trated into the royal palace to slay the young prince. In the
room of the fJueen there was a copy of the Kazanski Boje
Matre. held in highest veneration by the Muscovites. At the
sight of the murderers the mother seized her son. held him up
before this picture and invoked Our Lady of Kazan, and in-
stantly rays of keen and brilliant light darted from the eyes of
the Madonna, dazed and blinded the ruffians, and enabled
the queen to make her escape with her child.

Our picture is a piece of tapestry of fair design and gorgeous
coloring, worked by the Oblate Sisters of Providence. in Bal-
timore, and donated to the college by Mrs. Catharine Morris,
widow of the late Robert Morris, Esq.
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https://www.librarything.com/profile/RobertMorrisLibrary

The WHY and HOW of a
Digital Exhibit



BOSTON COLLEGE BOSTON COLLEGE LAW SCHOOL

Robert Morris: Civil Rights Lawyer & Antislavery Activist

HOME MORRIS'S BOSTON EARLY CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT ANTISLAVERY ACTIVISM RELIGION & THE IRISH COMMUNITY HOW DO WE KNOW?

. ly and wilfully aj
and there a pers abor in a ce »‘_{.
of, and owing « . % ' and a fugitive

ere the claim: *. : hiere pursuing ar
bor and a fugi ~ s Dor, as aforesaid
or was due: a1 & 4% sen and there mac

Civil Rights Lawyer & Antislavery Activist

ABOUT US

Robert Morris: Civil
Rights Lawyer and
Antislavery Activist

https://bc.edu/robert-morris
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https://bc.edu/robert-morris

Why a Digital Exhibit?

Physical Exhibit Digital Exhibit
Ph)_(s_l c_:al LIS eIl i L Unlimited free access online.
Accessibility | Newton, MA.

Assumed | Assumed legal & historical Developed for a

Audience | background. secondary-school audience.
Content | Generally limited to BC or AZSIDCIEN f“’”.‘ LS
Breadth | other local collection items GG e e

rea ' collections.
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Team Roles

MARY SARAH BILDER NICK SZYDLOWSKI COLLABORATIVE
Content Expertise Project Management Information Architecture

User Experience Design

LAUREL DAVIS AVI BAUER Editing & QC
Content Expertise Page Building Everything Else
Writing Front-End Coding
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Website-Building: Tools & Strategies

TOOLS STRATEGIES
University Platforms Using Pre-Made Tools
Adobe Experience Manager Building on Prior Experience
Open Source Software Collaborative Research

Timeline JS (Knight Lab)
StoryMap JS (Knight Lab)
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o
+ BC.EDU LINKS

BOSTON COLLEGE LAW SCHOOL

Robert Morris: Civil Rights Lawyer & Antislavery Activist MENU =

BC Image Content ® = X v

[ S o
KIDNAPP

e Catchibs
Eremcemy

Eﬂ% ‘.‘u'" K;B. and )m“'
G TOE BV o

Clear

Drop an asset here.

- bci/schools/l p-bar/c ts/library/special-collections/i book
Antislave room/eshibtlhest morts st el BPL brodsiesmall g
Condemnin  uno (i)
Seekel's Icontent/dam/bcl/schools/law/top-bar/current-students/library/special-collec _rp

a Capti
From his teenage '

l:l:}d of the Civil W
gitives from sle Photo Credit

Broadside printed by Benjamin Roberts for the Boston Vigilance Committee

participated in m Boston Public Library, Rare Books and Manuscripts Department, H90.293.
those goals. Mor .

Image size
[Committee, an interracial group that aided Tugitives by providing food,
money, shelter, travel fare, legal representation, and an active network
of spies who alerted the community about the presence of kidnappers
Iand slave catchers. After the Fugitive Slave Act became law in

ey S A e e O ey e e e e e e gy )

Broadside printed by Benjamin
Roberts for the Boston Vigilance
Coammittea Ractnn Dithlic | hrans

Tools:
Adobe Experience
Manager (AEM)

Content Management System (CMS)
Drag-and-drop components

Provides space to store files (images,
documents, etc.)

Same software used for the Law
School and Law Library websites
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Strategies: Adapting Existing Components

Alumni Profiles

Our alumni are dedicated and leading professionals driven by a desire to give back and help new
students reach their career goals.

Sergio Rodriguez '10 Jay Carney 78 Lauren Koster '19 Jessica Swensen ‘13 James Bor 17

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/careers/alumni.html

Morris's Circle

Ellis Gray Loring

Harriet Bell Hayden Lewis Hayden

William Cooper Nell Lydia Maria Child Edwin G. Walker Patrick A. Collins Emery T. Morris

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/speci
al-collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston.html
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https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/careers/alumni.html
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/special-collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston.html
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/special-collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston.html

T | n rel="stylesheet" type="text/css”
OO S " href="https://www.bc.edu/content/dam/bcl/schools/law/js/1
ibrary/morris/timeline.css"
[} [ ] rel="stylesheet" type="text/css”
TI m e I I n e J S href="https://www.bc.edu/content/dam/bcl/schools/law/js/1
ibrary/morris/morris-fonts.css"
type="text/javascript"
src="https://www.bc.edu/content/dam/bcl/schools/law/js/1i

« Open source interactive timeline brary/morris/timeline-min.Js"

id='timeline-embed' style="width: 100%; height: 650px"

° Avallable Vla type="text/javascript"
. . . options = {
timeline.knightlab.com default bg color: 'white',
initial zoom: 2,
« Images and text pulled from a marros hesant min: 35,

GOOg|e Sheet zoom sequence: [0.5, 1, 2, 3, 5],

hash bookmark:

R er"mal C0d|ng reqU|red timeline = TL.Timeline('timeline-embed’',

'https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15YRj9fRgCvyYAS
Flyn3oPrRh E7z2il IX8FT8pf910/pubhtml', options);

AVNUL e



https://timeline.knightlab.com/

March 7, 1866

RoBERT MORRIS & SON Eal’s?gg!sPrlde and the Family

( ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW, Morris writes to U.S. Senator Charles Sumner, his former co-counsel, about the )

accomplishments of his son, Robert Jr. Years before, Sumner had helped secure a passport
for the young man to study in France after a delay within the State Department "on account

i 221 Washington Stree : . : ini
EDeméli'nd!ngth 5 gten. Bireet, of his color." Morris expresses gratitude for Sumner's support on behalf of himself and Mrs. JOIZIntghﬂI"e
52;1:';? lirr‘nenet Morris. Robert Jr. returns home to Boston around 1870 and eventually joins his father's law Cahu(r)clli

8 ROOM NO. 2. (Near State Street.) BOSTON. practice
1863 ® October 1870
ROBERT MORRIS. (French Spoken.) = ROBERT MORRIS, Jx.
Robert Morris Papers, Boston Athenaeum
Business card of the Morris father and son law practice.
The Path t... Startin_Fighting fo... ARevoluti... Demandin... Joining th... Death of R...
a The Youn... A Crushin... No Distinc... Parental P...
- A lLandm: The Fugiti...
Birth of Soi The Shadr...
1829 1832 1834 1836 1838 1841 1843 1845 1847 1849 ) 1852 1854 1856 1858 1861 1863 1865 1867 1869 ‘ 1872 1874 1876 1878 1881 1883 1885 1887 1889

1840 1850 1860

https://www.bc.edu/robert-morris
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https://www.bc.edu/robert-morris

M
v

Strateg

' >
” @ Boston College Law Library
ﬁw‘ﬁi /

o
. |

® Newton Centre, MA & http://bc.eduflawlibrary

. (M Overview [ Repositories 16 [ Projects @ Packages
PaSt p rOJ eCtS a I I Owed Popular repositories
I i b ra ry Staff to d eve I O p new-books-list Public

Displays a searchable list of new books from a Google Sheet.

relevant skills, including
familiarity with HTML,
CSS, and JavaScript.

JavaScript ﬁ :: va’ 1

blogger-rss-feed Public

Displays an RSS feed as a series of cards.

JavaScript w1

calendar Public

Reads calendar data from an OrgSync RSS feed and displays the data in
the format used on the Boston College website.

_— o0 .

Ay Teams R People 4 i3 Settings

facebook Public

Displays a public Facebook feed as a set of cards.

JavaScript fx’ 1

faq Public

A searchable FAQ with questions grouped into categories and data
stored in a Google Sheet.

JavaScript Yo Y2

homepage Public

Customization files from the Law Library's homepage, LibGuides page,
and LibCal page.

. Building on Existing Skills

Follow

Boston College Law Library provides research, educational and technological support to the Boston College Law School community.

® View as: Public ~

You are viewing this page as a public user.

You can create a README file or pin repositories
visible to anyone.

People

+

~

Invite someone

Top languages

JavaScript @ CSS @ HTML

https://github.com/BCLawLibrary

NOWLEDGE NETWORK™
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https://github.com/BCLawLibrary

< My Maps # Options Save C' Publish Changes Help ~ @ Share

Edit Preview

Tools:

StoryMap JS

* Open source interactive,
map-based slideshow

, 2 A/oA\f@\g\/\/f . .
Address search geocoding generously sponsored by Mapbox. ° Avallable Vla
Offices of <em>The Liberato sto rymap kn iCI ht' a b com

B I |<>|%

/luploads.knightlab.com/s

or & Upload an Image

A
William Lloyd Garrison’s American Anti-Slavery Society (AAS) I t 1 t 1 t rf f H | I b I f I d

and his famous abolitionist newspaper The Liberator both ° n u I I Ve I n e a Ce I a e I e S ]
operated out of offices on Cornhill from the early 1830s until

i865. M‘o.rri‘s subscﬁbjejl l(: Tﬁe Ei-berutor an:i‘\v\'as regular})" 9 d ra g - a n d _d ro p I O Cat i O n p i n S )

to <em>The v 9 Marker Options # Background Options
Liberator</em>. Y

« Zero coding required

Robert Morris Papers, Bos

~

Receipt for Robert
Morris's subscription
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https://storymap.knightlab.com/

) o\ beol Cusliriiis tfwd h ST ELorense
Sty LTty Bowes KcomitacD pelf iy Xrsnd fomrm

R S Moo /"4'7""4/‘/“’,
Pl B il DELEforenfs FETEL ekl |, B
Hortod e paiins Ko oeds ffime Slmols
N s e A Jorrirai2ry S r |
Frr DrFrae B 2Za oMl b Lo (FeertThEL
Lo ppiioh Gpenliy— | Tk dleilonel sorrre FZ
//m»%; i L B N M SR /mm
SChrrl s Samre Soadiand gic k| P ey
Poncimif e 2Ly Lok Hr TOh ol i fEEmars
Sl 2K ot LS S P Gt
Lo oD | faed o fvweD te Lo,

Excerpt from Morris's Statement of Facts in the Roberts case.

The Roberts Home (3 Andover Street)

In 1848, after his five-year-old daughter Sarah was ejected from the nearby public school and forced to walk to the
Abiel Smith School, Boston printer Benjamin Roberts hired Robert Morris to file suit against the City of Boston.

E i Wil | : Il 3 \ E 22N \ NS (; 5 Morris argued that Sarah had been unlawfully excluded from the public school closest to her home. He explained
" — e =7 - A ¥ N ! that Sarah had to walk almost half a mile from the family’s home on Andover Street (today, the site of the Thoma_s P.
A ﬂ ‘i g h e ¥ 2\ Y\ % @n«ﬂ o\ 0’Neill Federal Building, next to North Station) to the Smith School on Belknap Street in Beacon Hill. She passed five
A § | V7 ¥ — other primary schools along the way.

They lost at the trial and appellate levels, with the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ultimately adopting a
“separate but equal” holding. It was a crushing loss for the Roberts family, Morris and his co-counsel Charles
Sumner, and the broader community. In 1855, after continued lobbying by Morris and many others, the
Massachusetts legislature essentially reversed the decision by enacting a statute that prohibited segregation in
public schools. The Smith School closed soon thereafter.

ine
AR Yicn 6 ]

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/special-
collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston/storymap.html
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https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/special-collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston/storymap.html
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/special-collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston/storymap.html

Map Overview Back To Beginning 4

S BN

117
I

7 ) ///,//

/A

Belknap strect.

Established, l\'l‘.’.} SMITH SCHOOL.

AMBROSE WELLINGTON, Mastes
Saran H. SOUTHWICK, Assistant.

Hlustration of the Smith School from The Boston Almanac (1849).

Abiel Smith School (46 Belknap Street)

The Abiel Smith School at 46 Belknap (now Joy) Street became a focal point of civil rights activism for Boston’s
African American community, particularly during one of Morris’s most important cases, Roberts v. City of Boston.
Originally founded as the African School in 1812 on the lower floor of the African Meeting House, the school was
established to educate African American students, who were refused entry to segregated White public schools. In the
1840s, tensions and protests intensified. Some Black Bostonians defended the Abiel Smith School, but many other
parents and community members lamented its subpar conditions and the lack of funding. Activists like Morris,
William Cooper Nell, and Benjamin Roberts organized protests and boycotts, pushing for the integration of public
education. Visitors can still tour the site of the Smith School, which closed soon after the Massachusetts legislature
prohibited segregation of public schools in 1855. The site is now operated by the Museum of African American
History.

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/special-
collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston/storymap.html
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https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/special-collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston/storymap.html
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/law/sites/students/library/special-collections/robert-morris/morris-in-boston/storymap.html

Strategies: AW Boston T4 s
Collaborative 2w
Investigation

1. Laurel identified locations of interest.

2. As agroup, cross-referenced locations
between modern Boston maps and
contemporary historical maps.

3. Made use of collective & individual
familiarity with Boston’s history and
geography as well as Boston Public | g
Library resources. - y

Spring Lan!

https://Www.atlascooe.orq/
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https://www.atlascope.org/

Impact



Total Page Views, Nov 2021 - Feb 2024

Robert Morris - Homepage Morris and the Early Religion and the Irish
(3,793) Civil Rights Movement Community
(1,471) (1,397)
Since launch in Nov 2021,
we have had approximately:
e 11,000 total page
views
Morris’s Boston About  How Do L
(974) Us We e 8,000 total visits
(529) Know? ,
(516) (That’s an average of about
. |
Antislavery Activism 280 visitors per month!)
(1,479) StoryMap
(799)

https://www.tableau.com/community/public

AVNUL e



https://www.tableau.com/community/public

Distribution of users in the
past year (Feb 2023 to Feb
2024).

US Users: 1,683
Non-US Users: 144
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Not the end...
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Questions and Answers

Laurel Davis
davislp@bc.edu

Avi Bauer
bauerac@bc.edu

The digital exhibit:
bc.edu/robert-morris
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Thank You
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